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Chapter Six: Mentoring in conversation

In choosing the subject and title of this chapter | thought hard. | know Jesus mentored the Twelve
Disciples both in speech and in actions. After all, speech and actions occupy and define a great deal of
our lives, except our thoughts. But thoughts, which are something inside of and private to us, are just
speech and actions before they are carried out. Jesus did mentor Peter and other disciples of their
thoughts, but only after they said or did something that were not prudent. However, speech is still too
big a ‘category’ for it can be formal speech or teachings addressing to public where we usually don’t
see much mentoring. | decide to limit the subject to mentoring in conversation; by this | mean to share
how mentoring happens in personal conversations, sometimes one-on-one, sometimes in small groups.

One of the most memorable moments in HOD was ‘story time’ after supper. Although | love to cook
and am pretty good at it, | was never given the chore in HOD. Men don’t cook; | believe that was the
doctrine. | might have done a few times dishes but soon was demoted to garbage details. So, on the
days when no meetings were scheduled we, the disqualified cooking crew had a good half hour to sit
around and chat after supper while others were cleaning up the mess for 15 or so people. Newman
usually would start with some topics of the day and gradually turned into a story session. The stories |
heard, such as what | mentioned in last chapter were told in this manner. Many stories were not
original; they could be told to him by his mentor, except for the stories of Watchman Nee whom
Newman claimed personal knowledge. Grant it, some of the things he said were exaggerated; but it
was fun. He was a good story teller; and | learn the power of story and use it later in my ministry. On
visitations, when a young man had to teach older people | used stories as a tool of ‘indirect’ teaching.
Well, George Muller, J N Darby, John Wesley, George Whitefield, Jonathan Edwards were definitely
older than any of the living.

Newman had invited a few British brothers to HOD for Special Meetings and Retreats in California, and
onto Taiwan for Summer Camps. | had the privilege as an interpreter to be included in conversations.
Some of them | have vivid memories. At one time in Taiwan, Harry was invited to speak to a group of
young men and women considering full-time ministry. We were all there waiting and Harry arrived on
time. He sat down. The atmosphere was tense, excited but quiet for we were anticipating him to
speak. Harry surveyed the situation, knowing what we were thinking, and spoke, “Will you please turn
to your Bible, to Acts 10:29?” And he stopped. These were young men and women who read Bible
daily and habitually read it out loud when they were told to turn to a certain passage. Some began to
laugh; some had no idea and sheepishly finished the whole verse and still had no clue why everybody
was in a roar. Harry did not even beam a smile. | suppose this is British humor. | was amazed at how
well versed was this English gentleman with his Bible. Now, | don’t know whether he used this verse
often as an ice breaker but certainly that day all ice melted. | often thought about this: such a
seemingly unimportant verse how would anyone bother to memorize! Then, in a different thought
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process, if | put myself in his shoes it is easy to understand; that he was invited to an unfamiliar place

to speak to an unfamiliar group of people; is there a parallel situation with some of the Bible characters?
He thought of Apostle Peter and the house of Cornelius. A natural connection! Harry taught me a

good lesson. Several years later he published a devotional book; guess the title: Meditations on Bible
Characters. How nice!

We were invited to speak in Taichung. | mean, he would speak, and | would interpret. Well, we arrived
early and prepare our hearts and spirits for the message; some congregation arriving early also prayed.
The meeting hall was serene and pin-drop quiet. Almost time. So we stepped out to the side of the
platform and sat down. “Crash!” the wooden chair under me gave way! Everybody raised their head
and beheld such a fiasco! Startled, but silence, for they really did not know how to react. We were in
such a pietistic presence of God one second ago! Harry tried to hold back; he insisted for about 3
seconds and gave up; he let go. You should see him laugh: Hahahahahahahahaha ... ! The whole
place, where many people were conditioned to keep silence, now followed Harry’s lead, also broke
down into great joy of laughter. That day | think people can say we were all Holy Laughers! | was
literally the butt of the joke but | had never experienced such a healthy joy in any of the meetings.

The next day they replaced two metal chairs for us.

| often thought: what if that day Harry sat in my chair? We were about the same built, both were in
heavy weight class; but Harry was in his 70’s while | was still a young man in late 20’s. It would be a
disaster. Praise God for His protection. Sometimes a misfortune is a fortune.

Old Harry also prophesized to me. He was not a Charismatic or Pentecostal at all; if you can picture it,
he was a typical Englishman, serious, seldom emotional, controlled, deadpan funny. One day, during a
prayer meeting in HOD he approached me and spoke to me, essentially quoting Isa. 58:9-12. | felt the
power and authority. You know he was well versed, and after he prophesized to me | carefully went
through the scriptures again and again, making sure everything the Lord spoke to Isaiah could be
directed to me. The Scripture affected me; | did not intend but things developed later in such a way,
my role as a repair of the breach and restorer of the path seemed to fit well. | can see the benefits to
prophesize in scriptures. First of all, it is not a sharp “thus saith the Lord” to frighten the hearer. To
the unattended mind it is just somebody quoting Scripture, but to a person who listens, the Holy Spirit
Himself makes sure it is delivered as a personal prophecy with power and conviction. Second, the
receiver has a chance to check it out later for it was written in the Bible. The listener can check its
validity and relevancy in his personal applications. We are told to discern any prophecy (1 Th. 5:20-21;
1 Cor 13:29); | suppose it does not mean only after things come to pass. Third, and this is theologically
correct, | hope that the gifts of prophecy is not limited to the Charismatic Movement. The only thing
that prevents the preachers and Christian workers from their prophetic ministries would be insufficient
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memories of the Scripture as prophecies can be delivered in this manner.

In another trip to Taiwan, Harry’s watch decided to quit on him. | had a spare one so | gave him the
one | was wearing. He took it and said so spontaneously, “Now, my times are in your hand, their time
should endures forever.” quoting Ps 81:15 (KJV). Though out of context, if you insist, it reflected his
wealth of the Scripture. | believe that in everything he did or said there would be a verse that popped
in his mind. If Pearl was filled by the Holy Spirit, Harry must be filled by the Holy Scripture. Too bad,
when | visited United Kingdom a few years later, he was already received into another Kingdom by his
Lord.

Somebody | knew was well versed in Shakespeare; his name was Roger. Roger served in Taiwan as well.
It was more difficult to interpret for Roger, side by side in the pulpit; he not only was faster but also
used more sophisticated sentence structures and vocabularies. To translate for him | had to anticipate
what direction he was moving before his thoughts were completed. | think he was Oxford trained in
English Literature. One day in the spare time after ministry in Taiwan we went boating in Sun Moon
Lake. It must be the scenery, all of sudden he started to recite something. It was not the Scripture for |
would have recognized it. | heard a stream of wonderful waves in rhythmic sounds coming to my ears
but could not catch the meaning. “Shakespeare,” he said, when finished. | thanked him for such a
wonderful entertainment and education but bagged him not to do it in his sermon. He also asked me
one time, if it became a routine people ask us pastors to say grace in a public gathering. |said, yes. He
then started to recite Ps. 104. (I forgot if he recited the whole chapter or just the “you give them food”
part.) After he finished it, he told me, “Do this, next time they ask you to say grace.” | never took his
novice advice for fearful of the show-off. (I am not sure Roger used it, either. Perhaps he was just
teasing me.)

Roger went back to UK and started a Coffee Shop ministry in commercial Laundry Mats for
opportunities to share the gospel to everyday street people. Can you imagine? Roger? Ps. 104 and
Shakespeare! The Lord uses Roger! Good for him! The next time | went to UK, | called him and asked
him about his ministry; with 4 or 6 such operations at hand he was too busy to see me in another city 6
hours away. | pray that all is well with him. And maybe, just maybe, the Lord will give him a street
theater, his eloquence and rhetoric in Shakespeare and literatures will be an attraction to street people.

True to my title of this chapter, “mentoring in conversation” all these interesting stories did occur in
personal conversations, not in preaching environments. These friends happen to be British, culturally
very different than Americans or Chinese but it did not prevent me from learning. They may not be
mentors by position, but intentionally, each took me aside and shared their life and ministry with me.
The third one from UK, years later, indeed by position was my academic mentor in my PhD program.
Dr. Eryl was different still, for he was a Welshman. | followed him off and on for almost 12 years until
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his retirement.

Three words stood out when | think of him: Sermonic! Probe! Interact! These were the words he
repeated throughout my drafts of thesis. When | sent him the draft, it always returned with red ink
remarks of “preachy”, or “sermonic” across a lengthy paragraph; sometimes he would demand:
“Rewrite!” It was painful for a preacher to write purposely non-sermonic discourses. Old habits just
don’t die. By and by, repetition after repetition, | appreciated and learned the nuances of difference
between a preacher and a scholar. Interaction with a quotation, he would remark, means how | stand
in relation to somebody’s opinion on a certain subject. This was a training to think independently, to
analyze one’s own thought against others’, to agree, disagree or elaborate. Probing deeper, he would
say, means | had not done my part of the work; there were areas | had not covered. These three words,
it took me 12 years to learn; but it cost Eryl the same length of time to teach! Patience, a mentor must
have patience.

Although these were not done verbally, still it was personal communications. Sermonic is not a
problem of every PhD student; it was singled out and honed for me particularly. There are other things
| learned: discipline, for one. He would use weekends to read the drafts, correct, remark, and see me
on Mondays. He demanded his students to correct everything he said immediately and turn in the
revision the next day. One evening, | was rewriting, deadly tired, perhaps of jet-lag too, just could not
finish, so | typed in some gibberish and fell asleep. When | woke up, | saw what | did; with time
running out, | added a few lines of explanation and showed him. He did not say much but gave me a
couple of hours to sleep and recover.

Mentoring in conversation, with words, is powerful. It changes ones thought pattern; that’s where real
education and growth happen.

Conversation is expensive for it takes time and interests in somebody.
These are what | learned in conversation:

Conversation is an opportunity of learning, and teachable moments in conversation happen
naturally

Thoughts cannot be mentored until delivered in speech and in actions
Telling story is a useful and powerful skill in communication
The effective and interesting use of Scripture is a skill that needs to be developed

Connecting live situations and biblical characters can be inspiring and makes the scripture come
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alive

Study of biblical characters is a good way to grow spiritually; in fact, study the Bible, the whole
Bible

Unexpected things, if we respond properly and naturally, may enhance liveliness to a situation
otherwise somewhat out of control

Prophecy is not a Charismatic privilege only; God can also use Christians well versed in Scripture
to prophesy in a non-charismatic manner

God can use highly educated, sophisticated, talented people to work among, and serve, ordinary
ones; the more privileged needs to be more humbled in order to be greatly used by God

Multiple mentors with different backgrounds open up our minds and develop our Kingdom view
Mentoring is a process of repetition in order to build new habits; old habits do not die easily
Effective instruction requires immediate actions and reviews

A mentor will demonstrate and teach discipline for the purpose of developing the self-discipline in
the mentee

Probing deeper, we can discuss the following:

1.

Do you think (ordinary, unplanned) conversation is a waste of time? What kind of conversation is
gainful or, a learning experience? How do you make it happen?

Acts 10:29, do you know this verse before you read this chapter? Will you forget it now? Why not?

Have you meditated on biblical characters? How many of them? Would you like to study a few?
Lay out your plan.

Give yourself a mental picture of old Harry. How well did he handle the ‘crashing experience’ in the
meeting? Could it have been handled differently? Can you handle it better? What is the principle
you can learn here?

How do you like (wish) modern day prophecies to be delivered? Discuss the differences in
Charismatic and non-charismatic ways. Do you have the experience where you felt you were
‘inspired’ to say something to a group of people or just to an individual?
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6. What difference is Isa 58:9-12 discussed in a Bible study and spoken to an individual?

7. There can be multiple reasons; but why, in your opinion, did Roger open up coffee shops in laundry
mats? Write down at least 5 possibilities. Is his English Literature background useful? Think,
before you answer.

8. Are you healthy in dealing with people of different backgrounds? How? Why do you think you are
healthy, or not healthy in so dealing?

9. What can you do in a laundry mat? With a coffee shop, what can you do? What will Roger and his
ministry team do? Do you think playing guitar and singing would be a good thing there?

10. What are the challenges of an academic mentor? (Optional)

11. In higher education (Master’s level and above) which one do you think is more important: a good
teacher or a good mentor? Why?

Action Item(s):

Write down at least one action item for yourself, relating to this chapter. And do it immediately.
Suggestions:

1. Putdiscussion #3 into action.

2. Implement 1 or 2 unconventional strategy of outreach for your church
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